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University of vire®.
Augt 8, 1872

Uy dear Sir,
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ubject you desire
I have pondered much upon the subjec yand 1 have

4o have Dy McG's thoughts and mine upoms and he
conferred at large as to the 8 cons, The result
{s that we would earnestly dissuade you irom abandoning
your present positiom, unless you have good reasonm t
think you will not be reselegted, On tk% point we are
1ittle intercourse with

not competent judges ving too
‘{4the outside world to.bo awave of the currents and eddies,

M ond tne drift of public sentiment, and of the consequent.

tendencies and intrigues of public men,

1f there is reason to @ prehend that you will
not ve elected again, which as ardent friends of publie

school education, we should deeply deplorey « then we
should rejoice to see you at the head of the Blacksburg

enterprise, which in your hands, if in anybody's, might
yield auspicious results,

1f there is no real & 4 srave cause of appre=-

hension of your being superseded as uperintendent of

P I, we cannot too strongly impress our sense of the ime
portance of your not relinquishing your post n Dr,
MeGuffey's judgment and in mine, t is a serious mistake
to suppose that the publie se, system is "built Ve
both think that its future is still eminently pr >
that your withdrawals = and nspcciau{ your

drawals; = would not a 1ittle jeopard ‘1: EE

triumph, Its enemies are now ﬂm
olitical, 9
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0f the aspect in which the presidency of the
Va, Ag, and Mech, Inste, is to be viewed, in respect of
usefulness, permanence, profits &e, you are a better Judge
than we, but we cannot forbear some very grave doubts
whether the public discontent at the non-fulfilment of
the unreasonable expedtations which the people have ine
dulged, may not render that pest as uncertain in its temure
as your present ome can possibly be,

To remove you would be very unlike old Virginia,
and I shall be both sorry and surprised to find a serious
effort made towards it, It would argues I think, a deteris
oration in the old Dominion, that even after last winter's
experiences, I am not prepared fors

Our affairs here promise mugh better under the
new Board of VisltorSsysesses sesssscessens

with mich regards I am
Very truly yoursg

(Signed) John Be Minor
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